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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BANGKOK 17800 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SEATO, EPAP, TH 

SUB J : SEATO: ALLEGED SMUGGLING OF GIBBONS 
REF: BANGKOK 17734 

1. LT. COL. WINTER, USA, DIRECTOR OF US COMPONENT AT SEATO 
MEDICAL RESEARCH LAB, FULLY KNOWLEDGEABLE RE SHIPMENT OF 11 
GIBBONS TO UNIV. OF CALIFORNIA AT DAVIS IN AUGUST 1973, 

EMPHATICALLY DENIES THAT AMBASSADOR UNGER PERSONALLY INTER- 
VENED IN ANY WAY IN SUBJECT SHIPMENT. 

2. FILES RE SHIPMENT MAINTAINED BY SEATO LAB REVEAL THAT 
EMBASSY DID REQUEST FREE EXPORT OF GIBBONS FROM RTG CUSTOMS. 

THIS WAS DONE TO FACILITATE EXPORT AND EXEMPT SHIPPER FROM ANY 
PAYMENT OF EXPORT DUTIES, BUT ONLY AFTER THE NECESSARY RTG 
EXPORT PERMITS HAD BEEN OBTAINED FROM THE DEPARTMENTS OF FOREIGN 
TRADE, LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT AND CIVIL AVAITION. POSSESSION OF 
THESE EXPORT PERMITS WOULD ALSO HAVE ENABLED SEATO 

LAB SHIP GIBBONS LEGALLY FROM THAILAND. 

3. DR. SHIRLEY MCGREATL CO-AUTHORED ARTICLE IN JUNE 2, 1974 
BANGKOK POST WHICH STATED THAT, ACCORDING TO MR. PONG LENG-EE, 

CHIEF OF NATIONAL WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT SECTION. RTG FORESTRY 
DEPT., GIBBON SHIPMENT WAS ILLEGAL SINCE IT WAS DONE WITHOUT 
KNOWLEDGE FORESTRYDEPT. STAFF. ON JUNE 21 REAR ADMIRAL SAMRIT 
JATINANDANA, DIRECTOR GENERAL OF SEATO LAB, WROTE LETTER TO BANGKOK 
OST, WHICH WAS PUBLISHED, DENYING ACCUSATION AND CITING RTG 
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PERMITS OBTAINED FOR SHIPMENT. 
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4. PROBLEM OF LEGAL VIS-A-VIS ILLEGAL SHIPMENT UNDOUBTEDLY 
AROSE AS RESULT FOREIGN TRADE DEPT. FAILING TO REQUEST APPROVAL 
OF FORESTRY DEPT. BEFORE ITS GRANTED REQUIRED EXPORT PERMIT. 
KINTNER 
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